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reduced the total number of deaths in infants younger than one
year.”

In his report, Dr Elliman stated that your second sentence is incorrect. He
attached a graph to his report which showed that infant mortality was falling
and continued to fall after the changes in immunization practice. The rate of
change was not altered, so your implication that changes in immunization
pracice were an important factor in this fall is incorrect. You accepted in your
osal evidence that the effect of what you said would be misleading.

() In discussing the issue of rubella vaccination you stated in your report:
“In the five years before the rubella vaccine was introduced in 1970
there were only 39 babies bom with congenital rubella.”

Dr Elliman stated in his report that you had misunderstood the BPSU report,
from which you obtained your information for this section. The BPSU report
states:

“National surveillance for congenital rubella (CR) started in 19717

You conceded in your oral evidence that, in retrospect, your statement was
misleading.

Other than the two points outlined above where you have accepted that your
report was misleading, you have either disagreed with Dr Elliman’s criticisms
of your report or have accepted that they could have been better phrased or
were errors. You also accepted that the conclusions of the authors in the
references used by you were in the main different from your own conclusions
and that you could have included the authors’ conclusions in your report.
However, given that you had provided copies of all your references, the Panel
accepted your explanation that you did not feel this was necessary.

The Panel carefully considered each point of criticism made against your
reports and set these in the context of your reports as a whole which ran to
119 pages.




